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WRITTEN RECEPTION (100 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Below are two texts: Text 1 and Text 2.
Read Text 1 and then answer questions 1-7.

Text 1

A PIANO AT THE TRAIN STATION

| Pine Hill is a quiet little town in the east of Canada, with a green park and a few small
cafés. Every morning, its train station is full of people. When they walk in, they often hear

music. An old piano stands near the trains, and anyone can sit down and play it.

] The piano was not always at the station. For many years, it stood in the music room of an old
school nearby. When the school closed, the town brought the piano here. Tom Miller works at the
station. "Music on the way to work makes people happy," he explains. "And when a train is late,

the wait doesn't feel so long."

m But a station is not an easy home for an old piano. Winters there are very cold, and cold air
can hurt a piano. So the people of the town take care of it. Every evening, they put a warm

blanket* over it, and in the morning someone takes the blanket off again.

v The piano has many fans in Pine Hill. One of them is Sara Green, a nurse. On Friday mornings,
she plays at the station for a few minutes. When she finishes, she gets on the train to the

city, where she works at a hospital. "It makes my whole day better," she says.
blanket - NJ'nW

QUESTIONS
Answer questions 1-7 in English according to Text 1. In questions 1, 3 and 4, circle the number of the
correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1.  What do we learn about the train station in Pine Hill? (paragraph I)

i) People like to eat there.
ii) People can play music there.
iii)  Itis closed inthe morning.

(7 points)

2. Where was the piano before it came to the station? (paragraph Il)

ANSWER:

(6 points)
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3. What does Tom explain in paragraph II?
i) Why the school closed.
i)  Why he plays the piano.
iii)  Why people like the music at the station.
(7 points)

4. How do people in the town take care of the piano? (paragraph Iil)

i) They cover it with a blanket.

ii) They move it to a warm room at night.
iii)  They play it every evening.

(7 points)

5. When do people put the blanket over the piano? (paragraph Ill)
ANSWER:

(6 points)

6. On which day of the week does Sara play the piano at the station? (paragraph 1V)
ANSWER:

(7 points)

7. What does Sara do when she finishes playing? (paragraph 1V)
ANSWER:

(7 points)

Read Text 2 below and then answer questions 8—15.

Text 2
BALLOONS OVER GREEN VALLEY

| Green Valley is a small town in the west of Canada. For one week every summer, it holds a big
festival of hot-air balloons*, and pilots and visitors arrive from many different countries.
The balloons are all colors and shapes. Some of them look like animals or flowers, and a few

look like houses. A prize of 1,000 dollars goes to the most beautiful balloon.

| Flying a hot-air balloon is not easy. A strong wind can push a balloon the wrong way,

so in most places pilots can fly only on calm days. Sometimes they wait for weeks!
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Green Valley does not have this problem. High mountains stand all around the town and

keep the wind out, so the air there is calm on most summer mornings.

m The festival began in 1995 with only four balloons, and very few people came to watch
them. Things are different now. Last summer, more than 60,000 visitors came to the

little town to see the balloons.

v One of last summer's pilots was Leo Hart from Australia. His balloon looked like a big yellow bee,

and it did not win anything. "I didn't mind at all," he says. "It was the best week of my life!"

Thot-air balloon — N119 1173

QUESTIONS
Answer questions 8—15 in English according to Text 2. In questions 8, 13 and 15, circle the number of the
correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

8. What do we learn about Green Valley? (paragraph I)

i) There is a festival there every summer.
ii) Many animals live there.
iii)  Itis near a big city.

(6 points)

9.  Where do the pilots and visitors at the festival come from? (paragraph I)

ANSWER:

(7 points)

10. What do some of the balloons look like? Give ONE answer from paragraph I.

ANSWER:

(7 points)

11. When can pilots fly hot-air balloons in most places? (paragraph Il)

ANSWER:

(7 points)
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12. How is Green Valley different from most places? (paragraph Il)

ANSWER:

(7 points)

13. What do we learn about the festival from paragraph III?

i) How much a ticket costs.
i)  When it began.

iii)  Who started it.

(6 points)

14. Where is Leo Hart from? (paragraph 1V)
ANSWER:

(7 points)

15. What do we learn about Leo Hart? (paragraph 1V)

i) His balloon won a prize.
ii) He had a great time at the festival.
iii)  He keeps bees.

(6 points)
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