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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-9.

1

5

10

15

20

A CHALLENGE FOR HUMANOID ROBOTS*

A humanoid robot running in a race

Last April, twelve thousand people ran in the annual

half marathon* through the streets of Beijing, China. This
race is especially difficult because it has many hills. The
people had to spend many months preparing for this race.
They did special exercises to make their legs stronger, and
they ran long distances several times a week. However,

21 of the competitors in the race did not prepare at all. That

is because they were robots!

These robots were a special type of robot called

humanoid robots. "Many governments and companies
are spending billions of dollars developing humanoid
robots," says Lily Wang. Lily is an engineer at a company
in China that makes robots. "Humanoid robots are very
different from the ordinary robots that you see today," she

explains. "Each ordinary robot can do only one specific task.

For example, a robot in a restaurant can carry plates of food to customers, and a robot in a

factory can paint car doors. But in the future, a single humanoid robot will be able to do both

these things — and many more tasks as well."

It has not been easy to develop humanoid robots. The first challenge was to build a robot
that can walk on two legs without falling. Engineers worked for more than 50 years and finally

solved that problem. "Then, some of us even developed robots that can run," says Lily. "Now
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we are wondering how far they can run. So we arranged for them to join the Beijing race."

v The half marathon in Beijing was not easy for the 21 robots that ran in it. They all fell at
least once, and they all needed new batteries several times. In the end, only six robots finished
the race, and they all ran more slowly than the human competitors. "We plan to have new
robots in next year's race," says Lily. "They won't run faster, but they won't fall down. And

most experts believe that in less than three years, robots might actually win half marathons."
Thumanoid robot — 07X 12103 nXUW V1A 2half marathon — n"p 21 7w YN ,JINTN XN

QUESTIONS
Answer questions 1-9 in English according to the text. In questions 1, 5, 7 and 8, circle the number of the
correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1.  What are we told in paragraph | about the half marathon in Beijing?

i) Why the city has an annual race.

i) Why this race is difficult.

iii)  Why there were so many competitors.

iv)  Why some of the competitors were robots.

(8 points)

2. How did people prepare for the race in Beijing?

Give ONE answer from paragraph |.

ANSWER:

(8 points)

3. According to Lily Wang, what are governments and companies spending money on? (paragraph Il)

ANSWER:

(8 points)

4. What specific task can an ordinary robot do?

Give ONE answer from paragraph Il.

ANSWER:

(7 points)
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5. What do we learn from paragraph Il about humanoid robots?

i) Which companies in China make them.
i)  What some of them will be able to do.
iii)  Why many governments are using them.
iv)  How much it will cost to buy them.

(8 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
6. According to lines 19-21, what problem did humanoid robots have in the past?

They could not

(8 points)

7. What does Lily explain about humanoid robots? (paragraph IlI)

i) Why the engineers developed them.

ii) How far they can run.

iii)  How the engineers developed them.

iv)  Why the engineers wanted them to join the race.
(8 points)

8. What do we learn from paragraph IV about the robots that ran in the Beijing race?

i) All of them were slower than the humans.
ii) Most of them finished the race.

iii)  Only six of them needed new batteries.
iv)  They will run faster in next year's race.

(8 points)

9. According to experts, what might happen in less than three years? (paragraph 1V)

ANSWER:

(7 points)

PART lI: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (30 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 70—90 words in English on the following topic:

Do you think that all high school pupils should do volunteer work?

Give reasons to explain your opinion.
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Write 70-90 words.

(30 points)
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