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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7.

A MIRROR FOR A DARK VALLEY

| Every year, from the middle of November until the beginning of February, the sun does not shine
on the village of Valmora. The village lies at the bottom of a deep, narrow valley, and the
high mountains around it block the low winter sun. For almost three months, the people who live
there spend their days in shadow. This winter, however, the main square of Valmora will be full

of sunlight.

| Marta Keller, the mayor of Valmora, says that the dark months are hard for the village. "In
winter, people stay at home and the streets are empty," she explains. "Many older people feel
lonely, and the cafés lose their customers." Last year, the village council decided to put a
huge mirror on the mountain above the village. Its job is to send sunlight down onto the
square. The idea is not new. It came from Italy, where a small mountain village put up a
similar mirror in 2006. According to Keller, the mirror has two big advantages: it costs almost

nothing to run, and it can be taken down in a single day if people do not like it.

] The mirror is made of sixty pieces of polished steel, and together they are as large as a
tennis court. Because the sun moves across the sky, a mirror that stood still would light the
square for only a few minutes. So a small computer turns the mirror slowly all day, and it
follows the sun from east to west. A solar panel next to the mirror produces the power for the

computer. On cloudy days, when there is no sun to follow, the mirror simply rests.

v Before the mirror was switched on last week, the council sent a letter to every home in the
village. It asked people to leave their houses and spend time in the square during the sunny
hours. It also asked parents to bring their children there to play after school. The council
wants the square to be busy again, because it believes that lonely people will feel better when

they meet their neighbors in the sun.

QUESTIONS
Answer questions 1-7 in English according to the text. In questions 1 and 6, circle the number of the correct
answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1.  What do we learn from paragraph I?

i) How many people live in Valmora.

ii) How the mountains around Valmora were formed.
iii)  Where the people of Valmora go in winter.

iv)  Why Valmora gets no sunshine in winter.

(8 points)
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2. According to paragraph ll, what is the mirror on the mountain above Valmora meant to do?

ANSWER:

(8 points)

3.  Where did the idea for the mirror come from? (paragraph Il)

ANSWER:

(8 points)

PUT A V BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
4. What does Keller explain about the mirror in paragraph 11?

i) It is cheap to run.

ii) It was made in Italy.

iii) It makes the village warmer.
iv) It was her own idea.

V) It can be removed quickly.

vi) It helps older people find work.
(2x8=16 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
5. How does the mirror keep the sunlight on the square all day? (paragraph IlI)

The mirror

(8 points)

6. What do we learn from paragraph 1V?

i) Why the council wants the square to be busy.

ii) Why the mirror was switched on last week.

iii)  Why parents do not let their children play outside.
iv)  Why the cafés in Valmora close in winter.

(8 points)

-3- GuyAl - www.guyai.co.il-1 n1"1132 GOOL "X ™' 7V PT231 ANJ)



NIRY - 016382 DN ,2 NNONN , N

COMPLETE THE SENTENCES.
7. What did the council want the villagers to do?

Give TWO answers from paragraph IV.

(1)  They wanted the villagers to

(2) They wanted the villagers to

(2x7=14 points)

PART Il: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (30 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 70—90 words in English on the following topic:

If you could spend a month in any country in the world, which country would you choose?

Give reasons to explain your choice.

Write 70—90 words.

(30 points)
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