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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-9.

PLANES WITHOUT FUEL*

Pilots in Norway say that flying between the small islands off the west coast is never easy,
because the wind there can change direction in just a few minutes. Before a special week of
flights last summer, a group of pilots trained for almost two months. Again and again, they
landed on a very short runway*, and every morning they checked the weather report for each
island. During the week, they carried about two thousand travelers, but not one of those

flights used a drop of fuel. The planes were all electric.

Nora Berg, an engineer at a Norwegian company that builds small aircraft, says that today's
planes have two big disadvantages. First, they need a lot of fuel. On a short trip between two

of the islands, a normal plane uses about 300 liters. Second, they make a terrible noise, so
families who live near an airport are often woken up at night. "Electric planes use no fuel,

and you can hardly hear them," Nora says. "This is the reason that airlines and governments in

many countries are putting millions of euros into them."

For a long time, a plane like this was only a dream. The old batteries weighed so much that a
plane could lift only a few of them, and a few were not enough for a long trip. It took

engineers over 30 years to make light batteries. "Our newest planes can go about 200 kilometers
before they need charging," Nora says. "But a laboratory is not the real world. We came to the

islands to see how the planes cope with strong wind and with real passengers."

On every one of the 12 planes, the pilots had to come down early at least once during the test
because of strong winds. Each plane also had to stop for power several times a day. Only five
planes finished their whole program of flights, and even they were slower than ordinary planes.
Nora is not worried. Next summer, her company will bring larger planes that can take twice as
many people, although they will not fly faster. "Many experts think that within ten years,

electric planes could replace most short flights in Europe," she says.

Tfuel - P77 Zrunway - NNNIT AKINN 71700

QUESTIONS

Answer questions 1-9 in English according to the text. In questions 1, 5, 7 and 8, circle the number of the

correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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1.  What are we told in paragraph | about the flights between the islands?

i) Why the runways on the islands are short.

ii) Why two thousand travelers took them.

iii)  Why they are difficult for pilots.

iv)  Why the company chose electric planes for them.
(8 points)

2. How did the pilots get ready for the week of flights?

Give ONE answer from paragraph I.

ANSWER:

(8 points)

3. According to Nora Berg, what are airlines and governments in many countries doing? (paragraph

)
ANSWER:

(8 points)

4. What problem does an ordinary plane cause?

Give ONE answer from paragraph II.

ANSWER:

(7 points)

5. What do we learn from paragraph Il about electric planes?

i) How much a ticket on them costs.

ii) Why they are better than ordinary planes.
iii)  How fast they fly.

iv)  How many of them Norway has today.

(8 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
6. According to lines 13—-15, what problem did electric planes have in the past?

They could not

(8 points)
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7. What does Nora explain about the electric planes? (paragraph Ill)

i) Why they were taken to the islands.

ii) What the engineers did to make lighter batteries.
iii)  How far they will be able to fly one day.

iv)  Why the old batteries weighed so much.

(8 points)

8. What do we learn from paragraph IV about the planes that flew between the islands?

i) More than half of them finished all their flights.
ii) Only five of them had to stop for power.

iii)  They will fly faster next summer.

iv)  Every one of them had to land early at least once.

(8 points)

9. According to experts, what could happen within ten years? (paragraph 1V)

ANSWER:

(7 points)

PART lI: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (30 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 70—90 words in English on the following topic:

Do you think it is better for teenagers to live in a big city or in a small village?

Give reasons to explain your opinion.
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Write 70-90 words.

(30 points)
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