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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7.

THE BIKE BUS

Daniel Ortiz is a city planner, but he has never forgotten the long car rides of his childhood.
His family lived six kilometers from his school, and every morning his parents drove him there.
Daniel wanted to ride his bicycle instead, but the roads near his home were full of fast cars

and trucks. "My mother said it was far too dangerous," he remembers. "So I sat in the back seat

every day and dreamed about cycling."

Today, Daniel runs a project called the "bike bus" in his city. Each morning, children ride to
school together along a fixed route, with one adult at the front and another at the back. New
riders join at "stops" along the way, like passengers on a real bus. "Most parents love the
idea, but some refuse to let their children take part," says Daniel. "They are afraid that

their children will be too tired to learn after the ride. I explain that our routes are short

and flat. Other parents worry about rainy days, because their children arrive at school wet. So
we ask all riders to keep a raincoat in their school bags. Riders can also leave a dry pair of

shoes in their classroom."

Daniel often points out that in some countries, cycling to school is completely normal. "Take
the Netherlands or Denmark. Lots of eight- and nine-year-olds there cycle to school on their
own," he says. "Still, their parents follow two simple rules. First, on busy main roads, a

young child must ride with an adult. Second, after dark, young children must not ride without

an adult."

The project has grown quickly. There are now fourteen bike-bus routes in the city, and teachers
say that riders often come to class calmer than other pupils. Daniel's next goal is to close

the streets around every school to cars for half an hour each morning. "When there are no cars
near the school gate, even very young children can ride safely," he says. "Some drivers will be

angry at first, but I'm sure it will be worth it."

QUESTIONS

Answer questions 1-7 in English according to the text. In questions 2 and 7, circle the number of the correct

answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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PUT A  BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
1.  What do we learn about Daniel from paragraph I?

i) Why his parents bought him a bicycle.
ii) How far he lived from his school.

iii)  When he became a city planner.

iv)  What his mother did for work.

v)  Why he could not ride to school.

vi)  How many cars his family had.
(2x7=14 points)

2. According to lines 8-11, why do some parents refuse to let their children take part?

i) Because the routes are too long for young children.

ii) Because they think the ride will make their children too tired to learn.
iii)  Because they want to drive their children to school themselves.

iv)  Because their children do not have bicycles.

(8 points)

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.
3. According to Daniel, why do some parents worry about rainy days? (paragraph II)

Because

(8 points)

4. What can riders do to be ready for rainy days?

Give ONE answer from paragraph Il.

ANSWER:

(8 points)

5. What is ONE country where many children ride to school on their own? (paragraph Ill)

ANSWER:

(8 points)
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COMPLETE THE ANSWERS.
6. According to Daniel, when must young children in these countries have an adult with them?

Give TWO answers from paragraph IIl.

(1) When they ride

(2)  When they ride

(2x8=16 points)

7. What does Daniel explain in paragraph IV?

i) How many children ride in the bike buses.

ii) Why riders come to class calmer than other pupils.

iii)  Why he wants to close the streets around schools to cars.
iv)  How the city chose the bike-bus routes.

(8 points)

PART II: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (30 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 70—90 words in English on the following topic:

Do you think teenagers spend too much time on social media?

Give reasons to explain your opinion.
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Write 70-90 words.

(30 points)
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