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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1-9.
A glossary of the underlined words (numbers 1-8) is provided on the next page.

TACKLING?! CITY NOISE

Anyone who has spent a night in a big city knows how hard it can be to fall asleep there.

Car horns, motorbikes, sirens® and building work go on almost around the clock. Health

experts now see this noise as a real danger, not just an annoyance. Years of living with
loud traffic can lead to poor sleep and high levels of stress, and can also raise the
risk of heart disease. Experts also warn that the situation is going to get worse, since

urban populations are growing and there are more cars on the roads every year.

The traditional answer to traffic noise is the noise barrier3, a tall wall built beside a

highway. Such walls protect the houses right behind them, but there is no space for them in

most city streets. Besides, much of the noise comes from just a few vehicles. "A single

motorbike with a loud exhaust* can be as noisy as fifty cars," explains acoustic engineer Daniel
Reyes. Buildings make matters worse. Most are made of glass, concrete and stone, and these hard

materials cannot absorb® sound. "The sound is reflected® from one building to the next instead,"

Reyes says, "so a street of tall buildings can be much louder than an open road.”

Since walls cannot solve the problem, many cities now try to make the vehicles themselves
quieter. Old diesel buses and garbage trucks are being replaced by electric models, whose
engines make almost no sound at low speeds. As a result, whole neighborhoods have become
calmer. Another step is a lower speed limit at night, because slower cars produce less

noise. "Of course, a lower limit means a longer trip home, and drivers are not happy about
that,"” Reyes admits. "Still, most of them are city residents themselves. They realize that

quieter nights will help them, too — they will sleep better and be healthier."

Technology is helping cities find the noisiest vehicles. Paris, for example, has tested

"noise radars" — cameras with microphones that pick out an unusually loud vehicle and
photograph its number plate, so that the owner can be fined’. Elsewhere, the police reach

the same goal without cameras: officers stop vehicles that sound too loud and measure

the noise at the roadside. "Drivers who break noise rules often drive dangerously as well," says
Reyes, "so catching these offenders® makes the roads safer. And quieter streets bring

neighborhoods back to life. People open their windows, walk more and chat with their neighbors."

'tackle (verb) - ou TTINNnY7  Zsiren (noun) — N11'0 191X 3barrier (noun) — O10NN

4exhaust (noun) — 1317w N0'79N MY, 070N Sabsorb — 11907 Sreflect — (X IX 717) 1Ty

’fine (verb) — onp7  Soffender — pinn Nx 1onW N
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Answer questions 1-9 in English according to the article. In questions 1, 3, 7, and 9, circle the number of the
correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1.  What do we learn from paragraph | about noise in cities?

i) Which cities are the noisiest.

ii) How experts measure it.

iii)  Why it will get worse.

iv)  How to protect yourself from it.
(8 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
2. Give ONE possible result of city noise from paragraph I.

Noise can

(8 points)

3. What are we told in paragraph Il about noise barriers?

i) How cities are making them higher.

ii) Why they cannot protect most streets.
iii)  What materials they are made of.

iv)  Why drivers dislike them.

(8 points)

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.
4. According to Reyes, how much noise can one motorbike make? (paragraph Il)

The same amount of noise as

(7 points)

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.
5. Why do glass, concrete and stone buildings make city streets louder? (paragraph Il)

Because sound

(8 points)
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COMPLETE THE ANSWER.
6. Why are cities replacing old buses and trucks with electric ones? Base your answer on lines 14—

16.

In order to

(8 points)

7. What can we understand about drivers in cities where the speed limit has been lowered?
(paragraph Ill)
i) They are not sure the change will help them.
ii) They would like more information about electric cars.
iii)  They understand that the change is good for them too.
iv)  They often manage to get home before night.

(8 points)

8. In which city have noise radars been tested? (paragraph V)

ANSWER:

(7 points)

9. Inline 24, the writer refers to "the same goal." What is that goal? (paragraph 1V)

i) To test more noise radars.

ii) To find vehicles that are too loud.

iii)  To stop every car on the road.

iv)  To make roads safer for people who walk.

(8 points)

PART I1: LEXICAL KNOWLEDGE (30 points)
(VOCABULARY)

Below are five questions, (10) to (14). In each question there are six items (words or chunks) and three
definitions.

In each question, match three of the items 1-6 to the definitions on the right.

Write the number of the item next to its definition, as shown in the example.

(2 points for each correct match.)
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Example
1 acalendar
2 aseason
3 anisland
4 traffic
5 aprize
6 alabel
10. 1 apassenger
2 acolleague
3 aningredient
4 adesert
5 asalary
6 aceremony
(6 points)
11. 1 remote
2 anxious
3 identical
4 generous
5 temporary
6 delicious
(6 points)
12. 1 toborrow
2 torescue
3 to postpone
4 towarn
5 to apologize
6 to deliver
(6 points)
13. 1 rarely
2 eventually
3 deliberately
4 virtually
5 frequently
6 entirely
(6 points)

cars, buses, and trucks moving along a
road

shows days, weeks, and months in a year

something you are given when you win a
race

money that you get every month for the
work you do

one of the foods that you use to make a
dish

a person who works in the same place
as you

worried or nervous about something
lasting only for a short time
exactly the same

to say that you are sorry
to save someone from danger

to tell someone that something bad
might happen

almost
on purpose
in the end
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14.

to look forward to
to put off

to get rid of

to take part

to run out of

o gk~ WN -

to keep in touch

(6 points)

to stay in contact with someone
to delay something until a later time

to use all of something so that none is
left
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