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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (60 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7.

ALASKA'S MELTING GLACIERS

Most people know about the impressive glaciers of Alaska, even if they've never been there.
Glaciers are enormous masses of ice formed by the accumulation of snow on mountains over
thousands of years. However, visitors expecting to see the wonders of glaciers may find only bare
mountainsides in some places because all the ice has melted and the water has flowed into the
oceans. Unfortunately, climate change is causing these spectacular glaciers to melt and gradually
disappear. This is more than a loss of beauty: the glaciers of the world have kept the Earth cool and

the sea level constant for thousands of years.

Scientists are trying to find out how fast the glaciers in Alaska are melting and how much

water is flowing from them into the oceans. One recent study has discovered that climate change
has caused the glaciers to melt much faster than had been previously predicted. The result is that
enormous amounts of water are flowing into the oceans. Another study, using photographs taken
from satellites, predicts that these glaciers will shrink to about half their current size over the next

few years, a much more rapid decrease than expected.

It is not only the glaciers in Alaska that are disappearing: glaciers are melting all over the

world. Researchers believe that in the decades ahead the increasingly rapid melting of the world's
glaciers will cause the sea level to rise by about 25 centimeters. This rise is one of the most serious
results of climate change and it will have an enormous impact on society. Large areas of farmland
will disappear under the rising oceans, causing food shortages. Also, the flooding of large coastal
population centers around the globe, like New York City and Bangkok, may result in the migration
of millions of people. The consequences of these developments may be widespread starvation and
disease. Some scientists believe that Alaska in particular may play a critical role in the rise of the
sea level worldwide. This is because many of Alaska's glaciers are near the ocean, where they melt

even more quickly.

Volunteers at the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center in Juneau, Alaska, use displays, lectures

and videos to teach about the dangerous effects of climate change. "People are shocked when

they see a video showing one glacier getting smaller and smaller over time," says John Shane, a
volunteer at the Visitor Center. "They also learn that the glaciers are disappearing so quickly mainly
because of human-caused climate change. I hope everyone realizes that the future of our planet

mostly depends on our actions today."

QUESTIONS

Answer questions 1-7 in English according to the text. In questions 3 and 7, circle the number of the correct

answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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PUT A  BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
1. What do we learn in paragraph I?

i) How climate change affects the glaciers of Alaska.
ii) How people learn about glaciers.

iii)  What has caused climate change.

iv)  How glaciers were created.

V) Why most people have never seen glaciers.

vi)  Where most of the world's glaciers can be found.
(2x6=12 points)

2. What may happen if glaciers continue to melt? Give ONE answer. (paragraph )

ANSWER:

(7 points)

3. What do the two studies described in paragraph Il have in common?
They both (-).
i) base their predictions on satellite photographs of the glaciers
ii) measure the amount of water flowing from the glaciers into the oceans
iii)  research the effect of glaciers on the world's climate
iv)  focus on the disappearance of Alaska's glaciers

(6 points)

COMPLETE THE MISSING INFORMATION ACCORDING TO PARAGRAPH lil:
4. (1) Scientists predict that melting glaciers will

(2)  This will cause the flooding of cities.

(3) Asaresult,

(4)  This will lead to a disaster.

(2x7=14 points)
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5. The disasters that are described in lines 17-20 can have TWO terrible consequences. What are

these TWO consequences? (paragraph llI)

ANSWER:

(8 points)

6. Why do some scientists believe that the location of Alaska's glaciers near the ocean is
significant?
Take your answer from paragraph Ill.

ANSWER:

(7 points)

7. Inparagraph IV we are told about (-).

i) the future of the Glacier Visitor Center in Juneau, Alaska
i) the various ways visitors learn about glaciers

iii)  the actions we can take to prevent climate change

iv)  the dangers of visiting the Alaskan glaciers

(6 points)

PART Il: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (40 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 100—-120 words in English on the following topic.

Although Israel has no glaciers, it attracts many tourists. What attractions would you

recommend visiting in Israel and why?
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Write 100-120 words.

(40 points)
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