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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (60 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-8.

A VILLAGE THAT IS A HOTEL

| Like many people in Britain, Simon Benson enjoys spending his summer vacations in Italy.
Last year, however, he did not return to the luxury hotel on the coast that he usually goes to. "While
on the internet, I came across an ad for a 'hotel-village'," he said. "I had no idea what that was, but
then I saw pictures of a beautiful, remote village in Italy, built 900 years ago. Only twelve families
still live there, and rooms in some of the empty houses have been converted into hotel rooms. I was

so curious about this place that I decided to try it."

| The hotel-village — or what the Italians call albergo diffuso — is a unique type of tourist
accommodation that was developed for small historical villages in Italy. The hotel rooms are located
in several houses on different village streets. The reception area is in a separate building, and so is the
restaurant. All those places are within easy walking distance of each other. A group of local residents
manages each hotel-village and ensures the high quality of the services. All the food is provided by the

villagers. Visitors are also invited to their homes to learn about local traditions.

] The concept of the hotel-village was invented in the 1980s by tourism expert Giancarlo
Dall'Ara. At that time, he was visiting a region in northern Italy that had been hit by an earthquake
a few years earlier. The damaged historical homes in the villages had been repaired quickly by the
government. However, many of them remained empty, as their inhabitants had moved away to cities.
Dall'Ara, who was there to help restore tourism in the area, was impressed by the beauty of those
houses, and thought that tourists could stay there. It took him years to turn his idea into detailed
plans and to get them approved by the local authorities. Eventually, the first albergo diffuso

opened in 2002.

v Since then, hotel-villages have become increasingly popular in Italy and are now also being
set up in villages all over the world. Travel agent Angela Tilly understands their appeal. "Remote
communities can enjoy higher income and more contact with the outside world, without the negative
impact tourism often has," she says. "No major construction work is needed, and there are never
too many visitors for the place to cope with." As for the tourists, they are grateful for the experience.
"I got a taste of the local way of life, while enjoying top quality service," says Benson. "I'll certainly

recommend it to my friends."

QUESTIONS
Answer questions 1-8 in English, according to the text. In questions 1, 2, 4 and 7, circle the number of the
correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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1.  What do we learn from paragraph I?

i) Why tourists from Britain go mainly to Italy.

ii) Why Benson made different vacation plans last year.
iii)  Why many houses in Italian villages are empty.

iv)  Why most hotel-villages are in Italy.

(6 points)

2. Whatis explained in paragraph Il about hotel-villages?

i) When they were first set up.

ii) How popular they are.

iii)  Why they are located close to each other.
iv)  What makes them unusual.

(7 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCES.
3. What do local residents do for hotel-village guests? Give TWO answers from lines 10-12.

1) They

2)  They

(2x7=14 points)

4. What was the purpose of Dall'Ara’s visit to northern Italy? (paragraph Iil)

i) To see how much damage the earthquake had caused.
ii) To find out why the villagers had moved away to cities.
iii)  To find ways to bring tourists back to the region.

iv)  Toinvent a new method to restore the old buildings.

(6 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
5.  During his visit to northern Italy, what gave Dall'Ara his idea for the hotel-village? (paragraph Iil)

He saw beautiful houses there that

(7 points)
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COMPLETE THE ANSWER.
6. Why did it take many years for the first hotel-village to open? Base your answer on lines 18-19.

Because local authorities had to

(7 points)

7. What does Tilly explain about hotel-villages? (paragraph 1V)

i) How they can affect the lives of the villagers.

ii) How they can accommodate large numbers of visitors.
iii)  What negative impact they can have.

iv)  Why they might need construction work.

(6 points)

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
8. What do we learn about Benson from paragraph IV? Give ONE answer.

We learn why he

(7 points)
PART II: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (40 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

IMPORTANT: You may use words and/or phrases from the text in Part I.
However, you must NOT copy a sentence or sentences from the text.

Write 100—-120 words in English on the following topic.

What vacation would you recommend to your family or your friends?
Write a composition stating and explaining your opinion. You may relate to your own

experience and/or that of others.
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Write 100-120 words.

(40 points)
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